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CUSTER CONNECTIONS

This weekend, June 7-9 is our 6th  Annual Custer Off-Road Rally. We currently have almost 85 vehicles
and over 170 people registered for the event, and we know several people will also register on the day of
the event.

We have been working closely with the Forest Service to pick the best trails to add to our route for this
year and have come up with a fun 90-mile ride complete with some great selfie-stop locations. This year,

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550650950814
https://rcymca.org/june-13-16-south-dakota-senior-games-regional-event/?selectedCategories=TAG20248
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=hillcity&nav=3edaded4-9972-4085-b16b-f1683ebf7e85


year and have come up with a fun 90-mile ride complete with some great selfie-stop locations. This year,
the proceeds of the Annual Poker Run will be donated to the Custer County Search and Rescue and the
Fireworks fund.

We want to give the Custer Search and Rescue crew a special shout-out. They go above and beyond for
us, and there’s no way we’d have as successful an event without them. Here are just a few of the things
they do for this event: ride the route (many times), check our coordinates for the selfie spots, help mark
the trail, create a map for Avenza, train attendees on Avenza, and answer many questions, and then ride
the route the day of the event in case anyone needs help. What an amazing organization that does so
much for our community!

Alex and Holly at Adventure Rentals are helping us with a fun Trash Can Scavenger Hunt. This is a fun
way to help keep the trails free of trash and allow attendees to win some prizes.

The Rushmore Thunder Chapter of the Christian Motorcyclists Association not only helped mark the trail
but also volunteered to ensure the gates are all left as they should be and assist with the banquet
activities.

Our Mayor and Chamber Board President have important jobs for this event as well…Mayor Bob Brown
is leading a guided Mayor’s Ride and Board President Amy Bailey is leading a guided President’s Ride on
Friday night. We appreciate them volunteering to do these rides again this year!

And of course, we have many AMAZING sponsors for this event:
·        Adventure Rentals
·        Black Hills Powersports
·        Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
·        Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
·        Dacotah Bank
·        Rush Mountain Adventure Park
·        Southern Hills Title
·        Starr Insurance
·        NXTLAW PC
·        VFW Post 3442
·        Alpha Builders
·        Chalet Motel
·        Craig Reindl of Western Skies
·        Horatio’s Homemade Ice Cream
·        LFC Veterinary Service, LLC
·        Pizza Mill

Door Prize Sponsors:
·        Aspen+Pine Realty
·        Black Hills Parks & Forests Association
·        Claw Antler & Hide
·        Gold Pan Saloon
·        Good Karma
·        Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
·        SD Outdoor Shop
·        The Custer Beacon

We can’t forget about everyone who donated items for the swag bags!
1880 Train

·        American Family Insurance- Ronni Calvird Agency
·        Bradeen Real Estate & Auctions
·        Black Hills Parks & Forests Association

·        Custer County Search and Rescue



·        Custer County Search and Rescue
·        Forever 605
·        Good Karma Jewelry
·        Monument Health Custer Hospital
·        Western Skies Real Estate

Dawn Murray
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHAMBER STAFF
 

Dawn Murray

Executive Director

dmurray@custersd.com

Fred Baumann

Information Associate

fbaumann@custersd.com

 

Amy Brazell

Information Associate

abrazell@custersd.com

 

Pat Hattervig

Information Associate

phattervig@custersd.com

  

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ggIseHnumizEy2lGazzM5GBFFP9BnIzCjfsD4sqBA-wzLNbF_q9-SNE1jeZEd-5nJ30ID2C02prplDB0Mr_QPSyNyPvkG2LHzwliF1KKnBXG47PNTOlDF7Bbm_XMXh6W5RR3QqfM2zhXUmsRGv5aZGm8Xpclu5ps&c=ul7nLyhRZlydmkC_ofR4pbhAPlb-QSMU3MDL3A4n6UPsqnlUnEpZEQ==&ch=_N0f_KGTrpoZ-L-OqtJEI9LJ8tRXV9b3gZCH2qNv9ZRsSpv6hbGymA==
mailto:phattervig@custersd.com


  

Adrianna Burgess

Information Associate

assistant@custersd.com

Darian Block

Information Associate

bytes@custersd.com

Valerie Warnr

Information Associate

info@custersd.com

Krista Knapp

Information Associate

tourism@custersd.com

​2024

Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President

Craig Reindl - Vice President

Michelle Fischer - Treasurer 
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Julie Jenniges - City Liaison 

Mark Naugle - School Liaison 

Lydia Austin - CSP Liaison 

Jessica Noteboom - BID Board Liaison

Summer Sack Lunches are distributed through the YMCA
for 11 weeks of the summer starting June 3.
Local teams form to keep the refrigerator full of sandwiches
and snacks for one week for each team.
We have three weeks still to be scheduled with a team.
This program is provided by the partnership of the YMCA
and the Storehouse.
Interested? Contact Kim Canete at
kimberlycanete7@gmail.com

http://assistant@custersd.com
http://bytes@custersd.com
http://info@custersd.com
mailto:tourism@custersd.com
mailto:kimberlycanete7@gmail.com


 HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE 
BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy 385

infrastructure improvement project that will include routing options and

continuous business promotion. BH&B's goal is to educate and to

explain that this simple detour will not prevent, nor should it discourage

visitors from enjoying their vacation in the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

A free text-in service is being used to communicate
major traffic changes.
To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-4041.
Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to bytes@custersd.com. Items need to be received by Wednesdays at noon in order to be
added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

June 7-9
Off Road Rally

June 21-23
Summer Mickelson Trail Trek

July 4th
10am B-1 Flyover, Kids & Patriots Parade

11am-4pm Children's Fair at Way Park

https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/
mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


11am-4pm Children's Fair at Way Park
Dusk- Fireworks on Pageant Hill

July 6-7
Independence Day Farmer's Market and Craft Fair at Way Park

Saturday-8am-6pm
Sunday- 8am-3pm

WEEKLY HUMOR

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS









The Custer Chamber of Commerce is helping with the fundraising for the Annual Custer
4th of July Fireworks Display.

This approximately 30-minute fireworks display, at no charge to spectators, costs
around $25,000 each year and is funded strictly by donations.



Please consider placing this poster in your business this upcoming season.

Please contact the Chamber if you have any questions and/or to participate.
605-673-2244

615 Washington St
dmurray@custersd.com



Printable Poster

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/06955150-eeac-4651-b49d-c2fcd4582316.pdf?rdr=true


 

WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS!

Sage Creek Grille
Rod & Avis Converse
​Black Hills Bungalows

Black Granite Construction
The Honest Painting Co
​Encore Energy Corp.

605 Property Services
JQ Clothing Company
J&M Lawn Care LLC

T&M Concrete Construction
Black Hills Sauce & Dough Co.

Plenty Star Ranch Retreat
Carr Electric Co, LLC

Vibin' Vocals Karaoke Entertainment
Aspen Federal Credit Union

Sturgis Mustang Rally
Early Learner Custer
​Sow Native/Wild Ones

Custer Care and Rehabilitation Center
Game On! LLC

Red Sands Ridge
​Black Hills Realty

​Custer Piecemakers Quilt Guild
​All Net Connections
​Gold Valley Camp
​Black Hills Candles

Black Hills Family Vacations
Hillcrest HVAC and Appliance Pros

​Reed's Chimney Sweeping, Handyman & Caretaking
Jubilee J Photography

Willow Creek Child Care
Broken Boot Dispensary
​Growing Roots, Inc



​Growing Roots, Inc
​Homestead Carpet Care

Lenny Merriam CPA, CFE, PLLC

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

The Baker family: Cherish, Mike, Ashton, Brooke, and Bailey, originally from CA opened Baker's Bakery &

Cafe on Volksmarch weekend of 2006 – 18 years ago! Mike and Cherish Baker are now the longest-running
restaurant owners in Custer. Baker’s Bakery serves breakfast and lunch on homemade bread, hence the “You’ll
Love Our Buns” slogan. Rachel Ray Magazine named them #1 breakfast in South Dakota in 2014. They also
make fresh daily, donuts, pastries, and cinnamon rolls.

https://www.facebook.com/BakersBakeryCafe?__tn__=-%5DK*F


make fresh daily, donuts, pastries, and cinnamon rolls.

AREA EVENTS



5/30/2024













5/16/24



5/23/24



For More information

5/16/24

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/c10f60be-78b3-4cf8-9e02-799a663df7af.pdf?rdr=true


6/6/2024



5/31/2024







6/6/24



5/16/24



5/16/24



5/28/2024





5/30/2024



Visit our Website

ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://custer-county-historical-society.square.site/
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Calling kids (age 4-15) in the Black Hills area ~ Smokey Bear is eager to see your artwork!
 
The Black Hills National Forest is hosting a coloring contest for our local children to celebrate Smokey
Bear’s upcoming 80th birthday.
 
Since 1944, Smokey Bear has been showing generations of Americans the importance of preventing
unwanted human caused wildfires. Winning artists will receive a special prize from Smokey Bear on his
80th Birthday, August 9, 2024!
 
The competition is open to children in the general Black Hills area and will be judged by age group.
 
Learn more, including how to Enter, at: Black Hills National Forest - Just for Kids (usda.gov)

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/learning/kids/?cid=fseprd1169917


5/31/2024



5/31/2024

NEWS FROM THE STATE



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wed., May 22, 2024
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Media & Public Relations Representative, Travel South Dakota
 

Travel South Dakota’s Summer Campaign Off to Hot Start
 

PIERRE, S.D. – With Memorial Day nearing, summer travel is on the minds of many, including those who have seen
Travel South Dakota’s newly launched iteration of “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time.” The campaign is seeing
early success, having already generated an estimated $21.4 million in revenue through more than 97,200 hotel and
flight bookings.
Launched in March, the campaign has generated 82 million impressions, reaching more than 9.7 million individuals.
Web traffic to TravelSouthDakota.com is up 53% since the campaign launch.
Travel South Dakota’s campaign seeks to remind prospective travelers of the joys that arise from letting go, following
intuitions, and being spontaneous. This year’s creative direction taps into nostalgia in a place where travel is less
complicated and more raw and transformational.
“People are attracted to South Dakota’s natural beauty, outdoor adventures, arts and culture, and the opportunity to
experience the wonder and awe of authentic experiences,” said James Hagen, Secretary of the South Dakota
Department of Tourism. “Staying in front of target audiences with our message reminds people of the great places that
await them in South Dakota, and that there is so much more to experience and explore in our state than most realize.”
Launched in March and continuing through October 2024, the “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time” peak campaign
will continue to increase brand awareness, change perception, and drive qualified traffic to the Travel South Dakota
website. The length of the campaign has been extended through October to prepare for seasonal shifts, take advantage
of key travel planning timing, and reduce shoulder season gaps. 
As video performance for Travel South Dakota’s campaigns has been consistently excelling and this year’s plan focuses
on video content in a variety of lengths. Creatively, the campaign includes never-before-seen footage from across the
state. To relate to the different audiences, there are several storylines. A consumer may follow a friend group’s
statewide adventure that goes from sailing in Yankton to a concert in Historic Deadwood; a family that goes from
watching a rodeo to exploring the Children’s Museum of South Dakota in Brookings; or a couple that goes from fine
dining in Sioux Falls to rock climbing in the Black Hills. 
The campaign aims to garner more than 138 million impressions regionally and 80 million impressions nationally across
a mix of paid media channels including TV, video, audio, print magazine, out-of-home, podcasts, display, and paid
social. Also in the mix are podcast host reads coming from Atlas Obscura, Bobby Bones, Hannah Brown, Office Ladies,
and others. The out-of-home efforts are focused in Minneapolis, Minnesota and Denver, Colorado. Also new this year,
Kansas City, Missouri has been added to the list of key markets.
Based on recent research from Longwoods International, the “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time” campaign is
resonating with potential visitors as 63% were aware of the advertising and reported it improved their overall perception
of the state. After exposure to the campaign, consumers reported increasing their thoughts as the state being “an
exciting place,” a “fun spot for a vacation,” and a “must-see destination.”  
The “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time” peak campaign promises to restore the mystery in people’s lives and offer
summer travelers a chance to escape and leave feeling transformed and fulfilled.
For more inspiration and travel planning resources, visit TravelSouthDakota.com.
Tourism industry members looking to receive more information about the 2024 campaign can visit this link.
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts Council. The
Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.

-30-

Media Notes:
For downloadable examples of the creative for the “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time” campaign, click here

PRESS RELEASE

mailto:katlyn.svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=7cc50aba03ea8ff75d04aed885f620af87a540a3fd7a2abaa7438c1508ec0c383c562592344e4103c0b5cc84ee3e3944924bfc2ba781451d
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=7cc50aba03ea8ff7d9e02cc18f7cbdadbc51d0a048eb55fcec5782ab77b79bb4f367208c550f049d3b7fea5415cbbea17203dfb45ee60b19
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=7cc50aba03ea8ff722184ef894a16105b9084cab24c3965e2446ed1f732284806dfcfc3380d192d1c199880f1a9ccfc3d3048c0559969be5


News Release

Release Date: June 5, 2024
Contact: Meredith Mingledorff, 870-849-9942, Meredith_Mingledorff@nps.gov

Plague confirmed in Badlands-Conata Ecosystem
 
 
PENNINGTON COUNTY, S.D. - The National Park Service and U.S. Forest Service have confirmed plague as the
cause of a prairie dog die off in Badlands National Park, Buffalo Gap National Grassland, and the greater Conata-
Badlands ecosystem, in South Dakota based on a test result received 5/31. 
 
The risk to humans remains low, however, plague is concerning. The disease has not been detected in Conata Basin
since 2009, when it was responsible for killing more than 80 percent of the remaining population black-footed ferrets,
one of the most endangered mammals in the world.
 
Plague is a non-native bacterial disease that occurs in rodents and their fleas throughout the western United States. It
was introduced into the U.S. from rats aboard ships in the early 1900’s and has since become endemic through the
western U.S.
 
Approximately seven human cases occur every year, primarily in the southwestern U.S. and California. Most cases are
transmitted through the bite of an infected flea, but humans can also be infected through contact with infected rodents,
including animal carcasses, or by breathing infectious particles from an infected animal, sick pet, or sick human. South
Dakota has never reported a human plague case, although cases in rodents such as prairie dogs were first reported in
2005.
 
Symptoms usually begin 2-6 days after exposure and include flu-like symptoms such as fever, chills, and muscle aches,
as well as painful swelling at the site of a flea bite and the nearest lymph node. Symptoms can progress to blood
infection and severe respiratory illness if not treated promptly. Plague can be treated with antibiotics but can be fatal if
treatment is delayed. Although rare, infections acquired by breathing in infectious bacteria develop symptoms within 1-
3 days and are most often fatal if not treated shortly after the onset of symptoms.
 
Plague is a rare disease but is a risk throughout much of the western United States. Plague can be prevented by
practicing the following recommendations:
-Avoid contact with rodents and their fleas and burrows.
-Wear insect repellent when working or recreating outdoors. Wear long pants tucked into socks and closed-toe shoes.
-Never touch or approach a sick or dead animal, and never feed wildlife.
-Do not pitch tents near rodent burrows.
-Keep pets leashed and current on a flea and tick preventative.
-Know the signs and symptoms of plague. If you develop fever, chills, swelling at the site of an insect bite or nearby
lymph node, seek medical care immediately and inform your doctor you may have been exposed to plague.
 
“We are concerned about the impacts to the black-footed ferret population and are taking necessary action to protect
this important keystone species,” said Eric Veach, Superintendent of Badlands National Park. “Extensive conservation
efforts in 2009 to manage the spread of plague were able to preserve a black-footed ferret population in the Conata-
Badlands ecosystem, where the largest free-ranging black-footed ferret population in the world now resides.”
 

FOR



FOR
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
Black Hills Parks and Forests Association, SheJumps, and Sylvan Rocks Announce Women’s Beginners
Rock Climbing Course
 
Contact: Andrea Fountain, bhpf@blackhillsparks.org
 
HOT SPRINGS, S.D. – Do something you never thought you could. Black Hills Parks and Forests
Association and SheJumps are partnering with Sylvan Rocks Climbing School to offer a beginner's rock
climbing course exclusively for women. Set for Sunday, June 23, in Custer, SD the Discover Rock
Climbing Course aims to introduce participants to the sport in a supportive environment. 
 
“Rock climbing can be a great way to challenge yourself mentally and physically while connecting to
nature,” said Andrea Fountain, BHPFA program manager. “We’re thrilled with this new partnership with
Sylvan Rocks Climbing School. The team and I appreciate how excited they are to introduce women to
climbing!”
 
The course is designed for women 18-years-old and older interested in learning the basics of rock
climbing from and with other women. Sylvan Rocks’ professional female climbing guides will teach
participants how to move effectively and safely on the rocks. They’ll also teach vital basic skills including
tying into the rope and belaying a partner on top rope. 
 
The course costs $110. Contact Sylvan Rocks directly to register by calling 605-484-7585.
 
BHPFA is a non-profit partner of the USDA Forest Service and National Park Service, with the mission
to support wonder and exploration through stewardship of your public lands. This year, BHPFA is
providing $100,000 to their public land partners for educational materials and programs.
 
                                                           #####
 

mailto:bhpf@blackhillsparks.org


Photo Caption: Black Hills Parks and Forest Association and SheJumps are partnering with Sylvan
Rocks Climbing School to offer a beginner’s rock climbing course exclusively for women on June 23 in
Custer, S.D. Courtesy of Micheli Stills

Project Update
Friday, May 31, 2024

Current Conditions:
Closure A (road to North Boat Ramp to Pactola Dam) is in place through Friday, July 12, 2024.
Closure B (S.D. Highway 44 to road to North Boat Ramp) is in place through Friday, June 7, 2024.
Closure is temporarily lifted from noon on Friday, May 31, 2024, until 6 a.m. on Monday, June 3,
2024, for access to North Boat Ramp.
Users of the roadway can expect delays of 15 minutes and the use of pilot cars and flaggers from
S.D. Highway 44 to the Pennington-Lawrence county line.
Traffic is being diverted on two gravel diversions (a temporary at-grade roadway next to the original
road).

Diversion 1 is approximately 3/4-mile north of the intersection of U.S. Highway 385 and
Highway 44. A width restriction of 12 feet is in place.
Diversion 2 is immediately south of the Pennington-Lawrence county Line. A width restriction
of 12 feet is in place.

Coming Up:
The contractor will begin working Saturdays in June until Phase 1 construction is completed.

View Construction Updates

� Road Closures Beginning May 20, 2024 �
The Pactola North Boat Ramp will not be accessible during weekdays from Monday, May 20, 2024
through Friday, June 7, 2024 (accessible on weekends and Memorial Day from the north). After
Friday, June 7, 2024, the Pactola North Boat Ramp will only be accessible from the north. Access
will be available to the Pactola North Boat Ramp from all directions after Friday, July 12, 2024.

https://us-385.com/project-updates/


will be available to the Pactola North Boat Ramp from all directions after Friday, July 12, 2024.
Access to the Pactola South Boat Ramp will not be impacted during these closures. Boaters can
access the South Boat Ramp via Highway 16/Highway 385 or Sheridan Lake Road/Highway 385.
The posted detour will be S.D. Highway 44 and U.S. Highway 16. Locals may find alternative
routes, but the SDDOT recommends travelers exercise caution when using non-maintained
roadways.
Emergency services are aware of these closures and are closely collaborating to provide response
coverage.
Non-closed areas within the project limits (Pennington-Lawrence County Line to Highway 44) will
be under construction during closures.



� Construction Zone Reminders �
Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.

Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.
If you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project
area.
It is illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is
not working.

Stay Connected
Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might
be interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these
project email updates at https://us-385.com.
A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” to605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283


printable copy

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/e30d9f0c-190a-4aaf-a20b-50f7722727bc.pdf?rdr=true


Custer Senior Center
June Activities

Click here to Check out the Custer School District Information

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/1408b515-f123-4bf9-99cd-2c7250ea16b9.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.smore.com/n/pbvgt1


HELP WANTED





Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com

Send Us An Email Visit our Website

Follow Us

    

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 615 Washington St. PO Box 5018 | Custer, SD
57730 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
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